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2006 ANIMAL SCIENCE IN ACTION A SUCCESS! 

 

  

It is difficult to believe that the summer season 
is well underway, and that we are preparing 
for fall semester classes. Where has the time 
gone?  
 
Well, we have been busy here in ADS with 
several projects that have made time fly by. 
We interviewed candidates for our Livestock 
Judging Team position in May, and in June,  
we entertained well over 50 high school kids 
plus their parents at our Animal Science in 
Action (ASIA) student recruiting event. This was 
the largest ASIA group that we have handled 
in quite some time, and we are pleased to see 
interest in this activity increasing. See details 
below. As many of you know by now, we have 
secured the $5M commitment from the 
Georgia General Assembly for constructing the 
new livestock facilities at our Double Bridges 
Farm. Several of us recently met with 
Oglethorpe County Commissioners to proceed 
with a request to rezone the acreage for farm 
use.   As soon as bonds are issued and sold, we  
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Greetings to our Alumni and Friends… 

should have enough in our facilities budget to 
begin architectural drawings of buildings and 
grounds. We will keep you posted. 
 
You may be aware that Dr. Susan Duckett and 
Dr. Josie Coverdale have moved on to greener 
pastures at Clemson and Texas A&M University, 
respectively. Dr. Duckett accepted an endowed 
professorship and Dr. Coverdale is pleased to 
return to her home state and alma mater to 
continue her equine work. Thus, we are searching 
for a Meats/Muscle Biologist and an Equine 
Specialist, and have several possibilities to 
interview in July and August. We hope to have 
these two positions filled in the fall.  
 
Congratulations to Dr. Johnny Rossi of our Tifton 
campus for recently receiving the Junior 
Extension Scientist Award for Excellence, and to 
Dr. Joe West, also of Tifton, as recipient of the 
Award of Excellence for Senior Scientist in 
Research.  We also appreciate you folks as our 
readers and supporters, and have included a 
section on alumni activities in this summer issue. 

On June 8th and 9th, the ADS Department 
hosted 52 aspiring animal and dairy science 
students from high schools across the state 
and as far away as New York!  Our program 
provided a jam-packed itinerary that 
included a tour of all our facilities to include 
our farms and the Livestock Instructional 
Arena, as well as presentations on ADS 
academic programs with hands-on 
opportunities.  Participants also received 
information on our judging teams and 
student clubs from our coaches and club 
members. The opportunity for fun and  
camaraderie was also a part of the 
program.  

Reports are that a good time was had by all, and 
we are counting on having many of these young 
people back with us as freshman or transfer 
students in the near future.   
 

 
ASIA Participant Sampling Fistulated Cow 
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 GIFT PROVIDES EQUINE SCHOLARSHIP TO ADS STUDENTS 
 

  

 
 

 
2006 B&B RODEO A 
BIG SUCCESS!!! 
 
The Block and Bridle Club’s 
32nd Annual Great 
Southland Stampede Rodeo 
was a huge success this 
year!  For the third year in a 
row our event was held at 
Oconee Heritage Park in 
Farmington, and it was the 
best yet at this site.  
 
Many memories were made 
throughout the weekend to 
include a welcome from the 

 

Commissioner of Agriculture 
Tommy Irvin and partici-
pation by Moriah, a Make-
a-Wish child who wanted to 
be a part of a rodeo.  
 
The attendees stayed 
entertained the entire night 
by watching the fearless 
cowboys, the hilarious 
clown, and the palomino 
horse jumping into the back 
of a moving pick-up truck.   

 
We sincerely appreciate the 
support from ADS alumni,  as 

    the  rodeo  would  not  have  
 

 been possible without it. 

 
Thanks to you, we are 
proud to report that this 
year’s rodeo was such a 
success that we were able 
to make a profit of approx- 
imately $6,000. 
 
Thank you all for pulling 
through for us, and we 
hope to continue this 
tradition for years to come. 
 
_____________ 
Submitted By 2006 Rodeo 
Chair  Ms . Abbey Williams 
 

 

 

 
         The Cardens with Victoria Roberson 
 
When scholarships were presented at the 2006 ADS Student 
Awards Banquet, a new opportunity for recognition was on the 
agenda.    Thanks to the generosity of the Andy Carden Family 
from Moreland, GA, a $1,000 scholarship available to ADS 
students with an interest in equine was presented.  Although 
approximately 60% of ADS students have an interest in equine, 
this is the first equine scholarship available to our students in 
over 20 years. 
 
The Carden Family goals in establishing the Vivian Thames 
Carden Equine Scholarship are to recognize Mrs. Carden’s love 
of and compassion for all animals, especially horses,  through a  
named scholarship in her honor, while perpetuating a worthy 
equine student’s education.  Family members, including Mrs. 
Carden, established the criteria for selection, which includes 

 

 
academics, and extracurricular activities, along with 
financial need.  However, as important as grade point 
average, Mrs. Carden added that, as a part of the selection 
process, a student must be a recognized hard worker, have 
a good overall attitude, be willing to help others, and must 
possess a “heart for horses”.   
 
The inaugural recipient is Ms. Victoria Roberson from 
Brunswick, GA.  Victoria graduated from Camden County 
High School with a 4.0 grade point average and has 
continued her outstanding scholastic efforts at UGA.  She is 
involved in many activities, and her professional goal is to 
become a veterinarian specializing in equine health and 
management. 
 
Mr. and Mrs. Carden, along with their son, Nick, who serves 
as Manager of the ADS Instructional Arena, and daughter-in-
law, Margaret, a horsewoman who gives private lessons,  
were in attendance at this year’s banquet and plan to make 
the banquet an annual family activity.  
 
A heartfelt thanks to the Carden family for affording this 
scholarship opportunity to our students.   
 

 
Editor’s Note:  If you are interested in available scholarship 
opportunities for ADS students or may have interest in 
sponsoring an award, please contact Dr. Bill Graves at 
wgraves@uga.edu or Ms. Kathy Hoard at khoard@uga.edu.  
Both individuals may also be reached at 706/542-6259 and 
would enjoy visiting with you. 
 

 

Nichole Bryant, 2007 Rodeo Chair 
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OUTSTANDING ANIMAL AND DAIRY SCIENCE SENIORS 
 

 
 

Whitney with ADS Undergraduate Coordinator Dean Pringle 
 

 

 

 
 

Matt with Dairy Science Club Co-Advisor Mark Froetschel 
  

2006 TIFTON CAMPUS FIRST GRADE FIELD DAY 

 
All Smiles At The 2006 Field Day 

Our 2006 Outstanding Dairy Science Senior, Matthew Sumners, 
is a native of Leesburg, GA, growing up on a family farm, 
Pentahope Farms.  Matt has been very active in both 4-H and 
FFA activities, showing dairy cattle and raising 4-H show hogs 
during his high school years; and, after graduation, helping 
younger 4-H’ers with both dairy and swine projects.  While at 
UGA, Matt has proven to be a true leader in our dairy science 
program.  He was honored with the Dairy Science Club’s 
designation of “Outstanding New Member” in 2005 and, in 
2006, served as Heifer Show Chair and Dairy Science Club 
President.  Matt’s long-term goal is to attend vet school and 
care for large animals. 

Our 2006 Outstanding Animal Science Senior, Whitney 
Linnenkohl, is from Juliettte, Georgia.  While at UGA, her many 
activities included membership in both the Block and Bridle 
and Dairy Science Clubs, serving as an officer in B&B and the 
Pre-Vet Club, as well as service as a member of the Ag Hill 
Council. Honors received include membership in Phi Eta Sigma 
and Alpha Lambda Delta Honor Fraternities and Golden Key 
Honor Society.  Whitney is a Presidential Scholar, and a 
member of the CAES Dean’s List and National Dean’s List.  
While maintaining at 3.84 grade point average, Whitney found 
time to be a member of the UGA Polo Team and mentor a 
student one day each week at a local grammar school.  She 
has been accepted to several vet schools and is now making 
plans for fall.  After vet school, she would like to work with 
horses and beef and dairy cows. 
 

Small groups help make the field day successful, and groups are limited to 20 to 30 children at each demonstration.  Children see a 
total of 10 demonstrations emphasizing animal care, growth, health, production, and management. They also learn about dairy and 
beef cattle, horses, sheep, and aquaculture.  Ice cream (a favorite!) reinforces the relationship of the dairy cow and dairy products.  
Coloring books, pencils, erasers, and stickers related to animal agriculture and donated by commodity groups are given to each child. 
 
We conducted the 19th year of the field day on May 4th-5th.  Since this program’s initiation, we have served approximately 11,500 
children.  Teachers consistently rate the Animal Science First Grade Field Day as the best field day activity they attend, and students 
leave smiling and armed with a lot more knowledge about animal agriculture. 
          _________________________________________ 
                                                                                                                                                    Submitted By Dr. Joe West, Tifton Campus
              

We all know that most people have little knowledge of animal agriculture; yet it 
is crucial that the public have an understanding of the source of their food and 
its importance in their lives.  ADS faculty and staff at our Tifton Campus 
recognize the importance of education of school children and their teachers 
and decided that field trips to the UGA Tifton Campus animal farms could be 
an opportunity to teach them about animal agriculture.  
 
Classroom teachers are provided lesson plans for five to seven days of 
classroom instruction prior to each field day.  All first graders in Tift County 
(approximately 625 children per year) are invited.   
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ADS Faculty Roll Call 
AQUACULTURE FACULTY         

 

EQUINE FACULTY 

 
 

EQUINE FACULTY 

 
 
 

BIOTECHNOLOGY FACULTY 

 
 

BIOTECHNOLOGY FACULTY 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 

BIOTECHNOLOGY FACULTY 

 
 

 
 

 

 
 

          
 

BIOTECHNOLOGY FACULTY 

 
 

 
 

WASTE MANAGEMENT FACULTY 

 
 
 

 

WASTE MANAGEMENT FACULTY 

 
 

 

Gary J. Burtle.  Extension work 
includes fish disease diagnostics 
and advisory service to the GA 
Aquaculture Association.  
Research interests include 
studies on channel catfish 
nutrition and health, pond 
water quality and use in 
irrigation, and biological control 
of parasitic diseases.  229/386-
3218; gburtle@uga.edu 
 

 

 

FOCUS ON … 

 

AQUACULTURE 

 

EQUINE 

 

BIOTECHNOLOGY 

 

AND 

 

WASTE MGT. 

 

Gary L. Heusner.  Activities 
include adult education 
programs, assisting with state 
4-H programs, shows, judging 
contests, and horse schools.  
Research areas are nutrition, 
reproduction, and behavior of 
horses.  706/542-9092; 
gheusner@uga.edu 
 

Kari K. Turner.  Research 
pursuits include exercise 
physiology and mineral 
metabolism, and extension 
interests are in quiz bowls, horse 
shows, and academic 
quadtrathalons. 
706/542-8588; kturner@uga.edu 
 

Clifton A. Baile.  Research 
involves the  control of 
feeding behavior  by the 
central nervous system and 
fatty tissue.  Special interests 
include the roles of natural 
compounds in preventing 
obesity.  706/542-4094; 
cbaile@uga.edu 

Steven L. Stice.    Research 
includes the development of 
animal cloning and genetic 
engineering, and the use of 
stem cells in  treating  
Parkinson’s and Alzheimer’s 
disease.  706/543-0071; 
sstice@uga.edu 
  

Thomas M. Bass.   Extension 
activities include statewide 
programs in nutrient 
management, environmental 
best management practices, 
and pollution prevention.  
706/542-6627;  
tmbass@engr.uga.edu 
 

Roger G. Dean.  Research 
Interests include investigating 
the molecular mechanisms 
associated with fat and 
muscle cell development in 
food-producing animals. 
706/542-0972; rdean@uga.edu 
 

Clay A. Lents.  Research 
focuses on the molecular 
events associated with 
reproduction in livestock.  
Special emphasis will be 
placed on the control of genes 
that regulate gonadotropin 
secretion.  Will teach 
advanced reproduction. 
706/542-7048; clents@uga.edu 
 

G. Larry Newton 
Activities in research include 
use of livestock waste as a 
nutrient source for crops, 
environmental effects of 
manure utilization, and 
cropping systems for forage 
production.  229/386-3214;  
fig@tifton.uga.edu 

Please feel free to 
 
contact anyone 
 
whom you feel may  
 
be of assistance to  
 
you. 
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ADS ALUMNI … It’s Our Turn To Hear From You! 
  

 

 

 

McHatton, Abel, Jr.  (1966):  Lives on family farm growing pecans. 
3101 Radium Springs Road, Albany, GA, 31705; 229/436-9626; 
Mockingbird705@aol.com 
 
Allison Adams.  (M.S. 2004):  Research Scientist at the University of 
Washington in the area of Pharmacology, Developmental  
Biology, and Human Embryonic Stem Cells.  
alliemarieadams@gmail.com 
 
Clinton and Kimberly Flowers Allred.  (1997):  Clint recently 
accepted a faculty position at Texas A&M in the Department of 
Nutrition and Food Science.   In this position, he will continue to 
study the effects of dietary modifications on the development 
and progression of several forms of cancer. Kim has also joined 
the staff at Texas A&M, where she works as a Laboratory 
Manager.  They have a son, Gabriell, and a daughter, Faith.    
callred@tamu.edu 
 
Curtis Avery, Jr.  (1942):  Owner and operator of Canaan Farms, 
Pine Mountain, GA, since returning from World War II in 1945.  
Married to Blanche Freeman (class of ’43).  Son, Hal Avery, (class 
of ’70) is now  co-operator of the farm.  Curtis would welcome a 
call or visit from other ag graduates at any time.   706/884-7613  
 
Bob Blalock.  (BSA 1980):  Director of Agronomy at Coto de Caza 
Golf and Racquet Club in Coto de Caza, CA.  Bob and wife, Terri, 
have two daughters, Marion (15) and Brianna (13), and two sons, 
Robert (12) and Brandon (17).  1 Bienvenido, Aliso Viejo, CA, 
92656; 949/858-2775; Robert.Blalock@ourclub.com 
 
Chip Blalock.  (BSA AS 1987):  Executive Director of the Sunbelt Ag 
Expo.    Chip is currently serving as President of the UGA CAES 
Alumni Association. He and wife, Donna (MED FCS 1987), reside in 
Moultrie,  GA, where she teaches Family and Consumer Science 
at Colquitt County High School.  They have two boys, Bo (13) and 
Buck (7).  chip@sunbeltexpo.com 
 
Lauren McKee Clark.  (B.S. 2002, M.S. DS 2004): Research Animal 
Technician at the University of Kentucky Animal  Research Center.   
Lauren lives at Lexington and is married to Joey Clark, a former 
Assistant Manager of the UGA Dairy.  Joey is currently the 
Manager of the UK Dairy Farm.  LM3dayeventer@hotmail.com 
 
Harry Cobb.  Ag Teacher at Statesboro High School.  912/531-
5451.  hcobb@bulloch.k12.ga.us 
 
Terry Coffey.  (B.S. 1975, M.S., 1978, Ph.D. 1981):  Employed by 
Murphy-Brown LLC as President of Production Operations East.   
Terry and wife, Liz (A.B.J. 1978),  have a daughter, Cameron, 
(A.B.J. 2006) and a son, Graham.  1323 S. Live Oak Parkway, 
Wilmington, NC, 28403; 910/762-1248 (home), 910/293-5311 
(office); terrycoffey@murphybrownllc.com 
 
Chap Crumley.  (1975):  Owns a diversified livestock and row crop  
operation in Bulloch County, GA, at Brooklet.  He and wife, 
Barbara (FCS 1975), have two daughters and two sons. Their 
daughters are married and the oldest had their first grandchild in 
February ’06.  Their three oldest children are all UGA grads and  
 

 

 
Lt. Col. Randall Thompson (BSA ’82, DVM ’86) 

Currently Serving Iraq 
_______________________________________________________________ 

their youngest will enter UGA this fall.   ccromley@bulloch.com 
 
Jennifer Edge Collins.  (B.S. 1999):   Teacher and part time science 
tutor.  4321 Clarks Bridge Road, Gainesville, GA, 30506. 
770/983-3715; njcollins06@bellsouth.net 
 
Regina Eickelberger DeHaan.  (B.S. DS 1981):  After many years on  
the family dairy farm, Regina began a new career last fall, handling 
accounting and salaried payroll for Carlton Plants, a large wholesale 
bareroot nursery.  She lives in Sheridan, OR, about 60 miles south of 
Portland.  jdehaan@fbconnect.net 
 
Brenda Pullin Dixon.  (BSA 1977, MAExt 1980):  Purchasing Supervisor 
with Chick-fil-A, Inc., in Atlanta.  Married to Dan Dixon, a United 
Methodist pastor and they have two adult sons.  P. O. Box 72113, 
Newnan, GA, 30271.  770/252-7983 (home), 404/765-7842 (office); 
BPullinDixon@ugaalum.uga.edu 
 
Valerie Blair Dixon.  (B.S. 2003, Master of Ag Leadership 2004):   
Science Teacher at Gray Station Middle School in Gray/Jones  
County.   Valerie and husband, Coby, live in her hometown.  127 
Cape Harbour Drive, Milledgeville, GA, 31061.  478/968-0727; 
valeriedianne@hotmail.com 
 
Andy Dyar.  (B.S. 2004):  Employed by the Georgia Soil and Water 
Conservation Commission as a Project Coordinator for the Little River 
319 project, which offers cost share assistance for farmers to 
implement practices to benefit them and the environment.  Lives in 
hometown of Greshamville, GA, and works part-time for his family’s 
cattle farm.  drewdyar@yahoo.com 
 
Mark Estienne (Ph.D. 1987) and Cyndi Estienne (M.S. 1986):  The 
Estiennes reside on a small beef cattle and sheep farm in Suffolk, VA.  
Mark is a member of the Animal and Poultry Science Department 
faculty at Virginia Tech and is housed at the Tidewater Agricultural 
Research and Extension Center in Suffolk, where he conducts 
research and extension programs in swine reproductive physiology  
and  breeding herd management.  Cyndi is an agriculture and 
natural resource agent with the Greenville County office of the VA 
Cooperative Extension Service.  They have four children:  Jessica (17),  
Jake (15), Bobby (13) and Mike (12).  757/657-6450; mestienn@vt.edu 
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Robert W. “Bob” Farnsworth.  (BSA AS 1979):  Owner of 
independent insurance agency in Gray, GA, where he represents 
Cotton States Insurance.  Bob and wife, Debbie, have two 
children, Georgia and Robby, who are both college students.   
Bob.farnsworth038@cottonstates.com 
 
Jake Ford.   (1995):  Employed by Bayer CropScience.  Married to 
Jaclyn Dixon Ford (BS Ag Communications 2000).  Jaclyn is the 
Manager of Dixon Cotton Gin.  They also farm cotton, peanuts, 
and pecans.  Jake and Jaclyn have one child, Jacob Manry 
Ford, who will be 3 in July.  1001 Hwy. 129 South, Alapaha, GA, 
31622; 229/686-4203 (Mobile), 229/532-9715 (home); 
jake.ford@bayercropscience.com 
 
David Gazda (B.S. Ag Econ1983, Minor AS) and Carolyn 
Shackelford Gazda (BSA 1983):  The Gazdas live in Athens, GA.  
David has been a Regional Manager with the American Angus 
Association for 18 years.  Carolyn works with the UGA Animal and 
Dairy Science Department assisting with the junior livestock shows.  
They own and operate Gazda Cattle Company along with their 
two daughters, Katie (16) and Taylor (13).  
gazdacattleco@bellsouth.net 
 
Carrie Lynn Presley Fowler.   (B.S. AS/DS 2001):  Nonpoint Soil 
Specialist for the Georgia Soil and Water Conservation 
Commission in Athens, GA.  She coordinates projects throughout 
the state that assist agricultural producers in installing best 
management practices to protect water quality and reduce soil 
erosion on their faming operations.  Carrie Lynn and husband, 
Jim, have one child, James Presley (Jamey), born in Nov. 2005.  
They reside in Maysville, GA.  706/542-3065; cfowler@gaswcc.org 
 
William “Bill” Garner.    (B.S. AS 1974):  Chemical and Packaging 
Buyer in the Purchasing Department for Thiele Kaolin Company.  
He and wife, Janice, have a blended family with four children 
and one grandchild.  The Garners live on a small farm outside of 
Warthen, GA, on Highway 15.  478/552-4119; 
billgarner@thielekaolin.com 
 
Randall Grooms.  (Ph.D. 1969):  Retired in 1996 as a Livestock 
Specialist with the Texas Cooperative Extension Service.  Lives in 
Tyler, TX, and is currently developing and breeding F-1 Hereford X 
Brahman Heifers for sale prior to calving.    r-grooms@tamu.edu 
 
Reid Hanson.  (BSA 1980, DVM 1983):  After postdoc training at 
Cornell, University of Florida and University of Wisconsin, Reid is  
now serving as an Equine Surgeon at the College of Veterinary 
Medicine at Auburn.  338/844-4490; hansorr@auburn.edu 
 
K. Rosanna Hotte Herren.  (BSA AS 1984, M.S. Ag Econ 1986): 
Rosanna is Vice President/Principal Loan Officer for the Dalton 
Branch of Ag Georgia Farm Credit.  She has been married to 
Phillip Herren for 21 years; and they have a daughter, Logan (15) 
and a son, Synjen (13).  She is back at UGA attending her 2nd year 
at the Georgia Banking School  P. O. Box 95, Dalton, GA, 30722- 
0905; rherren@aggeorgia.com 
 
Laura Perry Johnson.  (B.S. 1987, M.S. 1989, Ph.D. 1993):  Senior 
Public Service Associate at UGA where she serves as the 4-H 
Program Development Coordinator of the 41 county Southwest  
 
 

District.  Laura and her husband, Scott, have two children, Bill (8)  
and Libba (6), and reside on the family farm in Moultrie, GA.  Email 
Laura at lpj4h@uga.edu 
 
Rab Nawaz Khan  (M.S. 1986):  Scientist with Pakistan Agricultural 
Research Council.  He and his wife, who is a bank officer, have one 
child, Zeshan Nawaz.  Rabnawaz_khan2000@yahoo.com 
 
Wendy Kraut.  (1993):  Employed by the University of Miami Miller 
School of Medicine.   She is enjoying playing a lot of tennis, 
swimming, golfing, and biking.   Wendy is engaged to Morris 
Chehebar (wedding date set for February ’07), a Georgia Tech 
graduate who also has a Master’s in Education from FAU. 
wendykraut@bellsouth.net 
 
Smitty Lamb.  (B.S. 1990, MS 1992):   Cotton Merchant employed by 
Cargill Cotton.  Smitty  is a partner with Clint Smith (another ADS 
grad) in Ogeechee Farms in Wadley, GA, where they raise Angus 
cattle.  He and wife, SuzAnne, and their two children, Tatum (11) 
and Beau Brinson (9), live in Tifton, GA. Brinson_Lamb@cargill.com 
 
Trish Kaprielian Mallek.  (BSA 2002):   Registered Nurse, after 
graduating from the nursing program at Arizona Western College, 
Yuma, AZ.  Trish is married to 1st. Lt. Chris Kaprielian, USMC.  Her 
website is www.myspace.com/trishkap; trishkap@gmail.com 
 
Tim Marshall.  (1979):  Tim has been a part of the University of Florida 
system since graduation from our program, as a graduate student;  
an Extension Agent; and, for the last 20 years, a Professor of Animal 
Sciences.  On July 1st, Tim assumed the post of Chair, Division of AG 
and Forest Resources at ABAC, which takes him back to his home 
farm in Cook County, where his family has lived since the early 
1800s.  Tim will have three children in college this fall; Rene at the 
University of Florida, Glen at the University of North Florida, and Drew 
at ABAC.  ABAC 8, 2802 Moore Hwy., Tifton , GA, 31793-2601. 
229/391-4793; tmarshall@abac.edu 
 
Kristen Remlinger McFarland.  (BSA 1999, MEd 2002, DVM 2006): 
After graduating in Animal Science, Kristen finished a Master’s 
Degree in Secondary Science Education from UGA, while teaching 
high school.  Upon graduation from Vet School earlier this year, she 
assumed a position at Pets Are People Too in  Atlanta.   She and her 
husband Mike, a financial advisor,  (UGA Business 1999), reside in 
Suwanee, GA.  Jumper1731@aol.com 
 
Hugh McMillian.  ( B.S. AS 1977):  Marketing Agent with Georgia 
Farm Bureau Insurance Company for the past 15 years.   Hugh lives 
in Cuming, GA.  770/886-2435; hmmcmillian@gfb.org 
 
Shannon Cook Miller.  (B.S.  2000,  DVM, 2004):   Practices Veterinary 
Medicine and surgery at Honey Creek Veterinary Hospital in 
Conyers, GA.  2240 Blue Ridge Lane, Conyers, GA, 30012.  
smillervet@hotmail.com 
 
Megan Mullis.  (B.S. 2003):  Vet Student at Tuskegee University School 
of Veterinary Medicine.  This month, Megan will travel to Shelbyville, 
KY, to begin working with Dr. Jack Easley, a renowned equine 
practitioner who specializes in equine dentistry.  Upon graduation in 
May of 2008, she plans to do an internship in equine vet med or 
large animal vet med.   770/842-3593;  mrmullisdvm@yahoo.com 
 



 

7 

 

 

 

Sam Naff.  (BSA DS 1964):  Sam spent 23 years with Kraft Foods, 
ending his career there to assume an administrative position in 
a parachurch organization.  After almost two years with 
Campus Crusade for Christ and eight years with the Haggai 
Institute, he is now in real estate near Big Canoe in Marble Hill, 
GA.  Sam notes that while a student in our program, he was 
the only “city boy” here but still managed to place 6th in Little 
“I”! snaff@tds.net 
 
Abby Needham.  (B.S. AS 2004, MS Ag Leadership):  Agriculture 
Education Instructor and FFA Advisor at Loganville High School.  
Abby lives in Monore,GA.  aneedham@walton.k12.ga.us  
 
Brice Nelson.  (BSA 1985):   Program Coordinator for the 
College of Agricultural and Environmental Sciences.  Brice 
works in the Office of Academic Affairs assisting potential 
students with questions about UGA admissions and CAES 
majors.  He managed the ADS Department Beef Cattle Unit at 
Rayle, GA, for 13 years prior to accepting the Program 
Coordinator post.  He and his wife, Andra, reside in Watkinsville, 
GA, with their 9-year old son, Clark.  bricen@uga.edu.   
 
Amanda Perry.  (BS 1993, DVM 1997):  Practicing Veterinary 
Medicine in Valdosta.  Amanda opened her own practice, 
Pineywoods Veterinary Hospital, in November of 2005.  Email 
Amanda at pvh2005@bellsouth.net 
 
Carlos Phillips.  (BSA 1967):  Carlos is enjoying retirement.  He 
may be reached at 2307 Forest Glen Drive, Albany, GA, 31707; 
229/435-1667; csphil@bellsouth.net 
 
Lauren Popiolek.  (AS, DS, Bio Sci 2004):  Lauren is beginning her 
third year of study at Louisiana State University School of 
Veterinary  Medicine.  521 Bonarbridge Drive, Baton Rouge, LA, 
70808; lpopiolek@vetmail.lsu.edu 
 
Stephanie Ray.  (B.S. AS/DS 2003):  ANR Extension Agent-
Coweta County, GA.  Stephanie may be reached at P. O. Box 
819, Newnan, GA, 30264.  770/254-2620; sar2828@uga.edu 
 
John G. Rogers.  (1979):  After working in the dairy industry in 
Wisconsin from 1980-1988, John moved back to his family farm, 
where the family grows and sells hay and horses.  John is also 
an auctioneer, realtor, and owns a land clearing business.  
1547 Red Oaks Drive, Rock Hill, SC, 29730.  jgr14@hotmail.com 
 
William S. “Bill” Rowe.  (B.S. AS, DVM 1965):  Upon graduation, 
Bill served as resident veterinarian at Millardin Farms, but was 
drafted in 1966 and spent two years as an Army Captain at 
Fourth Army Medical Laboratory.  He then practiced in San 
Antonio, TX, until his retirement in 2003.  Bill and his wife, Cindy, 
have been married for 41 years and are now enjoying their 
grandchildren.  Bill recently visited with his former UGA 
Livestock Judging Team Coach, Randall Grooms, in Tyler, TX.   
bcrowe@satx.rr.com 
 
Robyn L. Sapp.  (B.S. AS 1999, M.S. 2001, Ph.D. 2005):   Postdoc  
with USDA, Agricultural Research Service in Miles City, MT.   
Effective September 5th, Robyn will move to a post in St. Louis, 
MO, with Monsanto’s Animal Agricultural Group as a Statistical 

Geneticist at their Creve Coeur Campus.  rsapp16@netscape.net 
 
Tracy Terrell.  (1984):  Owner of Columbus Serum Co. South, a 
veterinary distribution company.  Tracy is married, has a 16-year old 
daughter, and currently lives in Cartersville, GA.  
tracyt302@earthlink.net 
 
Randall Thompson.  (BSA 1982, DVM 1986):  Randall is currently 
serving as a Lt. Col. In the U.S. Army Veterinary Corps, assigned to 
the 72nd Medical Detachment (Veterinary Services) in Iraq.  The 
72nd is responsible for food safety and hygiene, medical care of 
working dogs, and veterinary preventive medicine in the Iraq 
Theater of Operations.  The squad to which he is assigned performs 
these duties in the Baghdad area in support of U.S. and coalition 
forces.  As a military working dog surgeon, he leads a squad that 
also operates the theater medical referral center for working dogs.  
Randall says that it is an honor and a privilege to serve with the 
soldiers he has met there and to care for the amazing animals that 
save lives on a daily basis.  dawgngator@aol.com 
 
 Larry Varnadoe.  (B.S.  DS 1986, MS 1989):  County Agent in 
Camden County, GA.  His daughter, Carrie, will be a senior at 
Colquitt County Hill School (Moultrie) this fall.  455 North Okefenokee 
Drive, Folkston, GA, 31537.  912/496-0026 (home), 912/576-3219 
(office); varnadoe@uga.edu 
 
James M.  (Jim) Webb, Jr.  (BSA 1979):  Branch Manager of Carolina 
Farm Credit, ACA Reidsville, NC Branch.  Jim and wife, Cheryl, have 
3 children:  Julia (7), John (9), and Jordan (12).  1121 Webb Lp.  
Madison, NC, 27025; JWebb@CarolinaFarmCredit.com  
  
Carla Wennberg.  (B.S. AS 1981):  Western Coach for the NCAA UGA 
Women’s Equestrian Team.  Prior to this appointment, Carla worked 
for Colorado State for six years in Equine Sciences and at Martin 
Community College in Williamston, NC, as Director of Equine 
Technology.  Sadly, Carla will be vacating her post with the UGA 
Athletic Association later this summer to return home to North 
Carolina to assist with a family illness.  cwennberg@SPORTS.UGA.EDU 
 
Bud Wiley.   (BS AS 1967):   Real estate (primarily land) working with 
Southern Heritage Land Company.  After graduation, Bud served 
three years in the Army with a one-year tour in Vietnam.  Upon 
leaving the service, Bud owned and operated a dairy farm in 
Oconee County, GA, until 1994.  While pursuing his degree in animal 
science, he was a member of the Livestock Judging Team, Student 
Senate, and AGP Fraternity.   budwiley@bellsouth.net 
  
Cathy Williams.  (MS 1991):  Associate Professor of Dairy Science in 
the newly formed School of Animal Sciences at Louisiana State 
University.  She conducts research in dairy cattle nutrition with 
particular emphasis on protein and energy metabolism in dairy 
calves.  She teaches courses in dairy farm management, applied 
animal nutrition, and domestic animal endocrinology.  Cathy is 
Undergraduate Curriculum Coordinator for Dairy Science and 
serves as Advisor to the LSU Dairy Science Club.   202A Dairy 
Science Bldg. LSU, Baton Rouge, LA, 70803; 225/578-4008; 
williams@agcenter.lsu.edu 
__________________________________________________________________ 
If you are not listed above, we hope to hear from you soon. 

We’ll include all info received in upcoming newsletters! 
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Congratulations!  2006 ADS Honor Students 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Kudos to our students making 
 

the Dean’s List for Spring 2006. 
 

We are very proud of them! 

  

 
 
 
  
 

 
Judging Team Fundraising Efforts 

 
      

   

 

 

 

Know someone who should be 
receiving our newsletter? 

Contact Kathy Hoard at 
khoard@uga.edu to have them 
added to the distribution list. 

 

___________________________ 

 

ALUMNI CONNECTION 

Published Quarterly 

 

    Kathy Hoard, Editor 
    Technical Advisors: 
    Ms. Alica Harrell                      
    Dr. Brett Middleton     
_____________________ 
 

We’re on the Web! 
See us at: 

www.ads.uga.edu 
 

Maria Altemus, Arizona; Josh Ames, Ft. Myers, 
FL; Alyssa Bender, Dekalb County; Sarah 
Bryant, Gwinnett County; Sara “Sally” 
Christopher, Rockdale County; Shepherd 
Cronemeyer, Virginia;  Kimberly DeLisi, Virginia; 
Chris Ferrell, Rockdale County; Theresa Fike, 
Fulton County; Alexis Galambos, DeKalb 
County; Amelia Grant, Monroe County; Josh 
Howle, South Carolina;  

Emily Keene, Oglethorpe County;  John Killey, 
S. Carolina; Meghan McKee, Cherokee 
County; Jessica Mobley, Gwinnett County; 
Jennifer Robbins, Canada; Victoria Roberson, 
Camden County;  Caroline Salter, Aiken, SC; 
Dana Smith, Henry County; Helen Smith, Henry 
County; Lindsey Spencer, Cobb County; 
Abbey Williams, Henry County. 

 

___________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 
  ANIMAL AND DAIRY SCIENCE DEPARTMENT 
  UNIVERSITY OF GEORGIA 
  ROOM 104 
  425 RIVER ROAD 
  ATHENS, GA   30602 
_________________________________________ 
 

The Department would like to recognize Dr. Kaylar Howard, graduating class of 1984, as a Platinum 
Sponsor for our Livestock Judging Team.  This generosity is greatly appreciated, as donations, such as this 
one, will greatly assist in defraying the cost of team travel during the next academic year.  Again, many 
thanks to Dr. Howard. 
 
If you would like to sponsor one of our judging teams and become a Silver ($100), Gold ($200), or 
Platinum ($300) sponsor, please contact Steve Nickerson at 706/542-6259 or scn@uga.edu.  Your 
donation will be personally acknowledged and our students will greatly appreciate your help in 
supporting this educational opportunity for them. 


